Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : Cl|A-RDP79B00972A0001 001 8001 8-3 


Ho Foreign Disse® 


memorandum FOR: Director, Strategic Research 

^ am . . _ _ ^ 


2? October 1967 


SUBJECT 


4 , ^ R^n-rios for Navy Study on 

Indian Ocean Base. 


ad 


6n 


1. Following ate a few bro 

aoecific comments and question a 
narios proposed as the basis fox 

numeral Observat ions 

2. To attempt to forecast 
of more than 20 nations over the 

of certainty is, of CCftl 
need only consider what ®igt ^ 
regarding friendly and enemy nau 
would an estimator then have foij 

tancy to -peaceful coexiate^ 

Or a nearly complete rift betwe 
mins? Or the nature and seriou 
2S Or Cairo', takeover in Cob 

velopments which have /Jhe'next 
nations? Certainly in the next 

will take place, P«rh*P* ® 

the last 13, which will further 


Nevertheless, it is un 
services) need some b 
being so, the appro 

i ana r»*»rt4«Otl01') 


te being so, 

Btudv (i.#?, various projection 
ships 1970 - 30 ) seems the only f 


■ a *| 


No Foreign 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : Cl 


observations and some 
.. the three draft see- 
the Navy study . 


the behavior and poiicies 
next 13 years with any 
e, a risky business . On© 
L ve been forecast in 1954 
ional postures in l*®'* 
©seen a shift from mili- 
on the part of the OSSR? 
n th« USSK and Coffimnni^t 
•ness of the war in Viet- 
ba? Or a lot of other de- 
altered alignments among 
I 13 years drastic changes 
I™ sweeping than those of 
alter world relationship * 


derstood that the Navy (and 
iasis for long-range pi an- 
!ach taken in the subject 
of the world relation- 
feasible one. There are two 


Dissem 


A-RDP79B00972A0001 001 8001 8-3 



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIAfRDP79B00972A0001 001 8001 8-3 



Hq Foreign Disssm 


other projections-- at opposite extremes of the spectrum — 
beyond the three posited in the Navy study which might war- 
rant examination. Hone of the three scenarios takes ac- 
count of the possibility of | world War III or a Sino- 
Soviet military confrontation occurring before or during 
1970-80. Hor do they consider the possibility that the 
world’s big powers {China included) reach agreement on 
total disarmament to be achieved over a period of years 


Perhaps these two additional 
for the purpose at hand. 


scenarios are not appropriate 


4 . It would be more realistic for planning purposes 


if the projections of world 
shorter periods of time — say 
vised and extended annually 
is quite likely that a 13 -yd 
time is going to have to be 


relationships extended for 
for five years — and be re- 
as developments warranted. It 
ar projection made at this 
changed at intervals anyway 


as world developments dictate . would it not be better to 
start with the shorter range view? 

Some Specific Points 

5. In studying the thtee scenarios presented in the 
Navy study , the most striking aspect is the treatment ac- 
corded the USSR. Soviet interests are not wholly ignored, 
but they are mentioned rather infrequently and usually sec- 
ondarily to those of China. The USSR is, after all, a con- 
siderable power to be reckoned with in the Western Pacific 
and probably will be even more so in the future . Moreover, 
the USSR is in a position to apply substantial economic and 
political leverage in some (of the non -Communist nations of 
the Pacific* Moscow’s interests in the Indian Ocean end 
the bordering states have been growing and will continue to 
id the Soviets have been building up their influence 
of these states. Peeper consideration of the So- 
viet interest and power position in the Western Pacific 
and Indian Ocean areas would seem to be in order. 
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6, In each of the three sjcenarios the anticipated 
behavior or alignments of the various free nations are 
stated more or less as assumptions or indisputable fact, 
There is little explanation in (the scenarios as to why 
some of the countries are expected to behave as stated. 
Perhaps a useful approach to analysing the future poli- 
cies of all of these countries j would be to assess them in 
light of their abilities to afford shifting away from co- 
operation with the OS { i .e . , ‘"what"" would be the consequences 
for them if they were to do so?) 

Scenario A 

7, In scenario A it is supposed that China "remains 
active" in promoting wars of National Liberation . On® is 
inclined to suggest "is more effective" in place of "re- 
mains active." At present China pursues this policy 
largely by propaganda, which has not been notably effec- 
tive. It is also said that China and the USSR will under- 
take separate but parallel action to bring Africa and 
Asia under Communist rule. Does this mean that this will 
be accomplished by military action, i.e., military con- 
quest? If not, what is the relevance of all the subsequent 
discussion of bases for the OK and availability? In the 
same scenario under Southeast! Asia, the reference to 


"present pace 
nario written last April? X fl 
since the pace of the Vietnam 


puzzling. Was tills see- 
so it should be modernized 
war has quickened. Further, 


there is now no hope that either Peking or Moscow will ex- 
ercise a moderating influence) over Hanoi. 
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there is reference to insurgents. 


have a lot to do with its effectiveness. One pussies as 
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pessimistic scenario. If on© wejre to construct a •pes- 
simistic* scenario, one could paflnt Japan in far less co- 
operative light then is done here. 

9. The treatment of Malaysia and Singapore raises 
some questions. Why wou Id AustrnXi a deploy forces to 
Malaysia and Singapore? In a pessimistic scenario one 
should assume that both within ten years would be Commu- 
nist — ruled and not cooperative with the US and Australia. 

10 . The posited pressure on India would b© likely 
to produce a result opposite of that' described . "Maximum 
pressure" to keep India non-aligned would be likely to 
align her. The following sentence regarding what the USSR 
and China would do is hardly pressure. Suggest , that in- 
stead of "pressure" the word "tactics" or "efforts" be 
substituted. What is meant by "pursuing a diplomatic 
strategy oriented toward development of Islamic resistance 
to Communism?" It is unlikely that religion will be more 
a factor than it is now. It would be both optimistic and 
unrealistic, in any case, to suppose that Pakistan will 
worry more about Communism tharl about India and Kashmir. 

Scenario B 


11. Mainland China has yet to pursue an expansionist 
foreign policy, and "begins" might more accurately be sub- 
stituted for "continues." I 

12. Reference is made to Indian assistance to the 
"African liberation movement." The use of this term is as 
puzzling as the prospect of Indian assistance to it. la 
this to be prevented or encouraged? 



general, the direct, and apparently causal, 
p between a less aggressive China and a reduced 
US presence in this area seems somewhat oversimplified. 
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